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292 Notes 

tive. Still less do his citations of unedited MSS. of some Historia 
Assenech answer my question, though they farce a footnote well 4 . No 
evidence as to the nature of their contents is furnished by Dr. Hamilton, 
merely a guess that an examination of them might show some to be 
"abridged," others "to contain the full text". This is a good guess, no 
doubt, as it is certainly an easy one. An examination of Lady Cardi- 
gan's Chaucer MS. might show it to contain the Squires Tale complete, 
or it might not. 

My question, meanwhile, though it asks for "only a little know- 
ledge", still awaits its answer from someone more familiar with the 
history of Hebrew literature than myself. 

H. N. MacCracken. 

* And yet not well. In the way of footnotes one may cavil on the 
ninth part of a hair. Dr. Hamilton's reference to Schankl in vol. 124 
of the Wien. Akad, d. Wiss. should be to Abhandlung III, not I, and no 
mention of Assenech appears on p. 11, to which he directs us. After 
the figures "136, V, 6" in the same note read a semi-colon for a comma; 
otherwise you will search in vain. 

"Commendation" in the Wanderer. 
Mr. Laurence M. Larson of the University of Illinois has kindly 
drawn my attention to his valuable article on "The Household of the 
Norwegian Kings" in The American Historical Review, XIII, 439-479, 
(April, 1908) and particularly to the footnote (p. 461), in which he 
has anticipated my interpretation (in the January, 1912, number of the 
Journal) of the Old English Wanderer, 41-44, as "the earliest com- 
plete record of a most important ceremony." I greatly regret my over- 
sight. May I add that Mr. Larson's earlier arrival at this goal of "Com- 
mendation" has a twofold interest for me: first, because his different 
method of approach from the starting point of the Old Norse Court 
Law increases my conviction of the truth of what he will permit me to 
call our solution of the Wanderer lines; and secondly, because new sup- 
port is thus indirectly given to the explanation of the phrase, Hand ofer 
heafod, which was, of course, the main contention of my little article. 
Blessed be all those who say our good things before us! 

Frederick Tupper, Jr. 



